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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 17th June 2013
At 8.12 pm in the Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr T Cook

Members of the public: one 
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
Cllr Turley (work commitments).  Cllr Heeley noted that five out of the previous six Planning Committee meetings had been missed by Cllr Turley.  His opinion is valued, but members were concerned that a recent meeting was not quored due to absence.  Councillors agreed to ask him to clarify his ability to attend forthcoming meetings.  Subject to his response, it may be necessary to co-opt another member onto the Planning Committee to ensure that meetings are quorate.        

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
Cllr Beglan advised that she lived near to Bohemia Cottages, but that her interest was not prejudicial.
Cllr Cook declared an interest in the RMC site since she was a near neighbour.

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting – 
22nd April 2013 – signed.

4. To consider planning applications:
DC/12/1866 - Rock Lodge The Hollow Washington - Retrospective application to replace existing timber windows with new like for like and install sealed glazed units, enlarge 1 window to front elevation and  install tri-fold oak doors to rear elevation (Listed Building Consent).  Plans circulated prior to meeting.  The Clerk had requested an extension.  Councillors discussed that the owner may have been confused over the listing, but agreed that Rock Lodge was a listed building.  Members noted that the replacement tri-fold doors were pvc, not oak, as specified and that the work was not of the best quality.  Members agreed that they would like clarification from the Conservation Officer that the building is listed before making comment.  If this is the case, they agreed to object due to incorrect materials being used.  The Clerk will respond.

DC/13/1034 - 1 Bohemia Cottages Georges Lane - Proposed 2 bay, open-fronted garage.  Councillors discussed the planning proposal and agreed that they would not object, providing that screening around the property is maintained.  The Clerk will respond.




SDNP/13/02545/TIME – Rowdell, The Street Washington - Application for a new planning permission to replace extant permission DC/10/1032 (Conversion of existing outbuildings to provide ancillary accommodation and single storey flat roof link) in order to extend the time limit for implementation.  Members had objected to the original planning application and agreed to ask the Planning Officer to review their previous comments now that the property is within the SDNPA and to consider the impact that it would have upon the area.  The Clerk will respond.

5. Transport issues –

Winter maintenance plan –Parish Councils are asked to produce a local winter maintenance plan and identify how they will work with WSCC by 1st August.  Draft circulated prior to meeting. 
A list of grit bins will be sent to Graham Hicks by the end of June.  
The Clerk had asked Cali Sparks for an update on all the issues below (cc Frank), but had not yet received a response.

A24 Bus Crossing Point  - investigating feasibility study progress.


Newhouse Lane / Rock Road  - waiting for a design and costing from Joel Sykes and have  asked WSCC to remove tree,  as promised by Ed Dickinson.

A283 Pedestrian Crossing Point –Cali Sparks advised that it would be delivered via a Community 278 Agreement allowing works on the Highway and that the Parish Council will instruct Balfour Beatty and bypass the programme of works to allow quicker installation.  Have asked for progress update.

Flooding at the bottom of school hill – Cali advises that report and recommendations are available.  She has advised that she would provide the Clerk with a copy, so that PC can follow advice of WSCC drainage team, receive funds and employ a contractor to complete the works.


Poor road surface in London Road – Cllr Wilkinson advised at last meeting, that WSCC knew nothing about it.  Following the meeting, contractors arrived on 18.06.13 to replace the surface in the Old London Road and The Bostal.

Filter bed – Milner Gulland’s filter bed silted up – photo sent to Highways 13.05.13. AMG has contacted WSCC and Clerk also 05.06.13.

Parking at the allotments – Sign fixed to gate.  The situation improves on occasions, but the layby was congested at the time of the meeting.


The Clerk will contact Cali before the next Full Council meeting.

6. Neighbourhood Plans

AirS quote for Neighbourhood Plan service circulated 04.06.13

A further Neighbourhood Planning meeting with HDC will take place at Billingshurst VH, Thursday 20th June.  Cllr Beglan and the Clerk will attend and enquire after funding from HDC to cover the cost of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The Clerk advised that Storrington Parish Council would like to know if Washington PC is still intending to be involved in a Neighbourhood Plan.  Members discussed the AirS quotation for assistance with the plan and were concerned that the project would be expensive.  It would be essential to engage residents early in the process, to ensure that the plan would be passed at referendum.  Councillors were concerned that extra work and expense was being forced onto Parish Councils and that the Plan may not stand up against the Planning Inspector.  The Clerk will mention it in the July newsletter, with further information to follow in the autumn.  The Clerk will contact Slaugham Parish Council and ask how their plan is progressing and how they have found ARCO / AirS.
The Clerk will advise Storrington PC that Members are interested in principal, but need to be clear on the costs allocations.  Councillors would like to meet with participating Parish Councils following a meeting with HDC.  

7. Any other Planning and Transport issues

A HALC meeting and presentation by HDC regarding Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) had taken place on 03.06.13.   Notes and a pack had been provided with a response required by 20th June.  Members discussed the notes and agreed that they would respond ‘no comment’ at this stage.

TPO on trees in Heath Common - Will Jones requests map, details, names, boundaries and reasons for requesting TPO on trees in Hampers Lane.  Mike Gould will wait for Norman Cooper to return from holiday before deciding the next step of the process.

Naming of the new road – Cllr Milner-Gulland reported that the John Ireland Society would be happy to consider ‘John Ireland Way’ as a potential name for the new residential road.  Other suggestions included ‘Sandgate Way’.  Residents have been consulted via the newsletter and suggestions will be put forward at the July meeting.    

Barratt’s Homes - Nick Keeley had provided information on the design and siting of lighting.  Members expressed concern regarding the hours of lighting.  The Clerk will invite Nick Keeley and colleagues to the next Planning Committee meeting on 15th July and ask if there has been any progress with the Sandgate Park management committee

The meeting closed 9.15pm








Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chairman
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